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" What wiII habnen if webring together The Rl'te df
Sprlng, rlghtly dubhed the definitive ‘work of the twenti-
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Pieces and the order of performance are subject to change
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Dear Patrons, in order to make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the audience, please refrain from recording,
filming, taking photographs, and also from smoking, eating or drinking in the auditorium. Please ensure that your mobile phones and other sound and
light emitting devices are switched off before the performance. Thank you for your co-operation.

“A SYMPHONY
MUST BE LIKE wa AR

THE WORLD. Ll |
IT MUST ER PACK
CONTAIN
EVERYTHING.”

- GUSTAV MAHLER
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Thank You For Your Generous Support!

The Gustav Mahler Orchestra is grateful to
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CHEONG TAI INTERNATIONAL HOLDINGS LIMITED
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for their generous sponsorship and support.

Special Thanks to

Mr. lvan Wong and Mr. Richard Ho
for sponsoring the Wagner Tubas for our rehearsals and performance.

Mr. Wing Kin Leung
for sponsoring the Alto Flute for our rehearsals and performance.
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Igor Fyodorovich Stravinsky (1882 -1971)
The Rite of Spring
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English Translation by Jenna Wong

It was in the year 1913 that the Russian composer Stravinsky had created one of the landmark
symphonies of the Twentieth Century — the Rite of Spring. He once talked about the
inspirational images - ‘It was time for a religious fete in the medieval times. The righteous
leaders gathered around only to witness a girl dancing to her death. It was to please the God of
Spring, Jarilo for his protection over the village’s harvest in the coming year.” Such peculiar
scenes led to the eventual birth of Rite of Spring three years later.

Stravinsky’s sketch of the medieval ceremony gained interest from his friend, the archeologist
Nicholas Roerich. Together they transformed the idea into concrete constructions, from
visualizations of the story to the practical executions on stage settings. This particular story
soon drawn in high expectations from musicians of the time.

Part |: The Kiss of the Earth

A wise old woman makes prophecies, and the villagers chat and game crazily..from the lively
atmosphere the respected leader arrives. He bows and kisses the sacred earth, hence
announcing the commencement of ceremony. The villagers stop gaming and start dancing
instead, surrendering themselves to the holy Jarilo.

Part Il: The Great Sacrifice

Away on a lofty mountain, a young girl was chosen to be the honoured sacrifice for Jarilo. Being
proud of herself, she contentedly received blessings from other ladies. They then sang bizarre
tones to summon the ancestors. Witnessing by the dead, the chosen woman in boar fur started
dancing ghastly. The ceremony would not end until she has completely submitted herself —
the point when she exhausts to death.

Stravinsky's new work was widely anticipated by the Russian community. Yet throughout the 17
rehearsals, the piece remained unwelcomed by the dancers and the musicians. Despite the
unpleasant responses, Rite of Spring was premiered on 29 May 1913, receiving divided
feedbacks. The weird tonalities of the piece pairing with queer dancer costumes effectively
challenged the aesthetics of the audiences. The heated discussions among the audiences
developed into chaotic shouting and booing, disturbing the onstage performers who struggled
to finish the piece.

Some listeners, including the Duchess who was there at the premiere, commented that the Rite
of Spring was rough and shallow thus not suitable for the civilized. Others, like renowned
composers Debussy and Ravel, applauded the piece as a courageous attempt to breaking the
framework of contemporary artworks.
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The Star Wars series has always played a major role in popular filmic culture since its initial
release in 1977. George Lucas, the director of the Original and Prequel trilogy films, engaged
with elements such as space voyages and Japanese Samurais which helped redefining
science-fictional movies. Through the Star Wars saga he shaped one of the most notable
villains — Darth Vader.

The story sets in a distant galaxy where war has been declared between the noble Jedi and the
dark Sith Lord. The former maintains peace in the territories whilst the latter desires to rule over
the whole galaxy. Both of these parties rely on the fictional power created in the story — the
Force. The Lightsaber can be seen as one of the representative weapons powered by such.
The saga’s plot evolves mainly around the Skywalker family. From their experiences, the
audience can experience the decadence of Jedi and the rise of the Dark; the crumbling of the
Galactic Republic with the growth of the Galactic Empire. The tilted balance was eventually
challenged by the Rebel Alliance, led by the infamous Luke Skywalker.

The Star Wars Suite that Gustav Mahler Orchestra would be performing tonight was composed
by John Williams in 1997, celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Star Wars saga. It includes
soundtracks from the Original Trilogy: ‘A New Hope’, The Empire Strikes Back’ and ‘Return of
the Jedi'.



